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ELECTION-SERMON, 


"PROVERBS XXI. x, 


The King's heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rroers of water : he 
turneth it whitherſoever be will. 


A LL natpre throygh all ber works 
proclaims a Deity. Inſpiration con- 
& = firms this point; — For the inviſible 

things of bin from the creation of 
the world are clearly ſeen, being undenſtood 
by the things which are made, even his eter- 


5 A Euclion- Sermon. | 


1 power and Godhead * they muſt then 
be without excuſe, who ſay there is noGod ; N 
for verily there 1s a God who judgeth inthe ; 
earth, 


At we acknowledgethe being and per- 
fections of God; ſo we receive the doctrine 
of a univerſal providence that the Lord 
reigneth that his , providential kingdom 
ruleth over all—and that he worketh all 8 
things according to the counſel of his own 4 
„ . 1 
C14 82 FE n 

Ir a ſparrow falls not to the ground with- 

out his providence; we may conclude, thoſe 


more important changes which paſs over 
men, are under his ordering and direction. 


1 
Tis the inſtruction of wiſdom, that we 


ſhould acknowledge God in all our ways ;; 
that our fleps may be directed by him. 


_ 
* —. 


- Tax tight management of the important 
4 concerns of this day. reminds us of our 
n duty in this reſpect. And a bleſſed pri- 
vilege it is, that we may have acceſs through 
a Mediator, to that glorious Being who is 
the fountain of knowledge; and hpmbly 
aſk for, and believingly expect the beſtow- 
ment of, —that wiſdom which is profitable ta 
miret 


ag PP og — 


_ > Bh 8 Rom. 2. 20. 3 Eph. 3. 11. 7 Prov. 3 & 


Aeg even that wiſtom of the pradeng 


which is to uniderfland bit way—that out 


public affairs being under divine direQion, 
may be cromned with deſired facceſs. 


Ir the fun or Has Benne * 


ſhine upon us ot Na ts become glo- 
my and dark we are to confider” theſe e- 


vents, as taking place, under the 
t of the ſupreme Ruler of the 


world; who with h thanges for ur, tho 
he | is himſelf unchapgeqble, 


AT the wills before us, we "RAE 


that, The King's heart it in the band f the 


Lord, as the Rivers of water Fit ſetteth 
up Kings, who formed the Rivers, and di- 


rected what courſes the water ſhould run in 


Not, that the hearts of ſubordinate Rulers, 
or of all men, are not in his hands; but, 
that thoſe who are exalted as gods among 
men, who are ſeated at the upper end oft 
world; are yet under the government of 
Melt High. | 

Hales uſe FY men as muerte in 
his hands, to execute the purpoſes of his 
providence and grace. Men may be ſet up 
by him as Kings, advanced to the chief ſear. 
of government, under the influence and di- 
rection of his proyidence—And the — 


„ 
70 
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&. their adminiſtration, may 0 as abi, 
and. beneficial as Rivets mh. JP 


"As the heart of the King i, } in 4 hand 
bf the Lord, as the Rivers of water. ſo tis 
added Hie turneth it whitherſoever he will 
that is—He turneth theKing's, heart as 
nleafeth— Tis more under his direction an 


controul, than theRivers of. water are, under 
the power of men, which, may , be t turned 


into different chapnele by them: "i 


Now, as a Klag implics a a ie and 
fu byes, government and the enen 
of it—And as Rivers of, 7 have their 

important; uſe and end in kingdom of 
nature And as bath. of theſe. a ate faid to 
de in the hand of the Lord, given by him 
for valuable purpoſcs—1 bope the Metaphors 
will not be overſtrained, if we allow the 
words to ſuggeſt to us the following truths. 


rut uttrver/al dominion of. God, that all 
hearts, times, ſeaſons, changes and events 
are im his hands, or under bis direction 

aud controul. The origin, defign,im- 

. + Portance, neceſſity and kg advantage of good 

civil goveriment—The happy caſe 0 Ys 
people, who are thus favoured of God; 
or they are at a land well watered with 
Ker and enjoy privileges which are 


great 
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Treat and invaluable. A good N 
government may be altered, the Rivers 
of water may be turned into other chan- 

' nel, or may become bitter; or the ad- 
' miniſtration of government may become 
Imjurious and oppreſſeve to the 1 8 

: And in both theſe caſer—either when 

\ WE enjoy the advantages gb civil 

| government, or find that it is altered and 

| become grievous —we art to acknowledge 
the righteous and ſupreme Ruler and 
Govertor of the world, who orgers 


We proſperity and adverſity for ut ; and can 


| 1 turn the rrvers of water into their 
We right channels, when they have been 
| ö droerted from their F044 cburſet; or 
femobe all our public difficulties, and 
| male us a happy people, 


| \ 4 I wouLD take ſome notice of each of 
3 a theſe. | 


Is the firſt place. The words ſuggeſt to 
; us be univerſal dominion of God, that all 
hearts, times, ſeaſons, changes and events, ars 
4 1 in Bis hands, or under his direction and con- 
e 

4 ** 

7 THE King's heart is in the hand of the 
. Lord. By the heart here, is ihtended, tha 


mind, will and aſſections the King himſelf, 
B with 


| 
4 
I 
| 
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with all his. ſecret ſprings of action, with all 
his arcana imperii, or ſecrets of govetnment, 
whatever he is—whatever he has whatever 
he does, The royal preacher indeed ſays— 
The heart of Kings is unſearchable.* They 

may have their ſecrets, of government 
* deſigns which are kept private, and.xcafons 
of ſtate (as One has it) which private per- 
ſons are not competent judges of, and there- 
fore onght' not to pry into.“ But the 
hearts of n Kings © notwithſtanding 
their powers and prerogatives, as much as 
the hearts of common perſons, are in the 
hands of the Kiog of Kings. Thoſe that 
are moſt abſolute are under his government. 
They may have the prerogatives of their 
crown, but the great God has them not on- 
ly in his eye but in his hand. 


Anp as the great Ruler of the univerſe, 
has the hcarts of Kings, ſo he has the go- 
rernment of Kingdoms in his hands. He who 
made the world governs it All events in 


the kingdom of nature, providence and grace, 
arc under his ordering and direction. The 
pious I'falmift, in the believing conſideration 
of the univerſal providence and deminion 
of God, expreſſes himſelf after this manner, 


Aly tames are iu his hands. And ſo are all 


the changes and events that paſs over, or 
take 


® Prov. 25 3. 1 Pſalm. 37. 15. 
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take place upon, nations, kingdoms, patti- 
cular ſocieties, or individuals. Although it 


may be a dark and difficult day with the pro- 
feſſing people of God, - yet The Lord 
reieneth ; He ſitteth upon the ſlond, in the 
moſt ſtormy. tempeſtuous ſeaſon — Tra the 


Lord ſtteth X ing forever & 


ALTHOUGH there is ſo much ſin in the 


world, yet a righteous and holy God reigns, 


Althopgh he is infigutely diſtant from all 
ſin, yet he has permitted it to-come- into 
his creation, and aboundumong men. This 
is the day of his patience, which is exercifcd 
even unto long: ſuffſering; and he knows 
how to govern and over-rule all events, to 
the advancement of his own glory, and 


good of his people. 
Tu purpoſes and defigns of the King 


of Kings are indeed unſearchable. None 
can by ſearching find cut Gad. His way is 
in the ſea, and his path in the mighty waters. 


Clouds and darkneſs are round about him. 


hut of this, are we aſſured -h juſtice 
and judgment are the habitation, of hit throne, 
T The Judge of all the earth cannot do 


wrong. He now rules in righteouſneſs, and 
he will judge the world in righteouſneſs ky 
Jeſus Chriſt. When the ſecrets of all hearts, 

B 2 mall 


T Pla'm 29. 10. t Job 1. 7. + Palm gz. 4 


2 An Election Sermon. | 
| 


ſhall be diſcloſed, when men and things will 
appear juſt as they are, and every one re- | 
ceive according to his works,—- - 


In a ſccond Place, I come to take no- * 
nice — That the words ſuggeſt to us, the ori- 
gin, deſign, importance, neceſſiiy and ad. 

' wantage of good civil government among men. | | 


being (gt up among men, by the King of 

Kings, For the government. 

And the bleſſiogl of a good adminiſtration * 
deſcribed by Rivers of water which were | 
form'd by him, and defigned for the bene- _ 
fir of mankind. | * 95 


TH 4 things are intimated, by a King's 


IN the language of the Prophets, — Wh- 
ters often denote a great multitude of peo- 
ple. Thus the Prophet has it The Ed 3 
brmgeth upon them the waters of the river, ! 
* that is— The Aﬀyrian 'army.—And fo 
the bleſſings which flow down to a people, 
from the throne, when it 1s eftablifhed by 
rig hteonſueſt, are beautifully illuſtrated by 
Rivers of water; which have their uſe in 
the kingdom of nature, and ſerve important 
purpoſes among men. | 


FI 


® btiah . 4. 


8 — — 


_ A pE9PLE without civil, government, or 
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-., A LAND without water, without Rivers 


of water, wou'd ſcarce be habitable, and 
ſerve, but for a retreat for wild beaſts, 


THE great country of Egypt, receives its 
ſupply of water from a River. Its fertility 
is owing to the flowings of the Nile, which 
diffuſes it's fatneſs through all their fields, 
being let into them by proper Ca- 
nals ; whereby they yield plenty of grain ; 
which otherwiſe would be but burning 


_ blowing ſands. | 


-. 


in a ſtate of nature, are in an unſafe condi- 
tion.—The depraved wicked world we live 


in, renders civil government neceſſary, for 


the ſafety and welfare of ſociety. 


Tux down the walls of civil govern- 
ment, and to what evils and dangers, thefts, 


rapines and murders are we contiaually e- 


poſed ? We could not call any thing we 

oſſeſs d our own; for he Who had the 
[ongeſ ſword, would plusder for himſelf. 
We could not be ſafe, from thoſe who 
thought they might injure us in our moſt 
valuable intereſts, and yet eſcape unpuniſhed. 


THE conſequences of an arbitrary tyran- 
pic government, ate yet more diſtreſſing 
WW tica 
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When the will of the Prince is the la of 
the Subjeft— When life, liberty, and pro- 

perty lie at the mercy of a Depot; — And 
the nod of the tyrant brings on ap execu- 12 
tion; by the bow and the fring. Such an WW 
"adminiſtration of government is like an k | 
- Inundation © or landflood, which carries al | 
before it—The ſubject is left to © groan a 


"poverty, ſlavery and n 


Tat bleſſings 2 People enjoy who ate 
favored with good civil government, are nat 
to be deſcribed—they are like Rivers of wa- * 

ter, reviving and refreſhing Highly fa- & 
vored of God, are a a my are e Wy 
: diſtinguiſhed : * | 


This leads Hey + C cl 


Ix a third place to take notice that 1 
the words ſuggeſt to us, The happy caſe 4 
of a people, who are thus favored of God, f 
fer they are as a land well watered with Ri- 


vers, ard enjoy moſt valuable pri vileget. 


Tux righteous or godly man is ſaid to 


3 be planted by the Rivert of water, * b 
Fi the means of grace, here called the Rivefs — 
of water.“ We have an expreſſion ſimilar I 
to this There is a river, the fireams * 
| 7 


Pfalm 1. Ze 


of ſhall mate glad the city of Gad. The 


covenant of grace, the precious promiſes 


of. the goſpel, and the graces and comforts 


of the Spirit, are the ſtreams which make 


glad the city of our God.“ God's word 
and ordinances are fivers and ſtreams, with 
which God makes his faints glad in cloudy 


and dark days.” Yea the bleſſed, God him- 


ſelf, is ſaid to be to his church and people, 


a place of broad Rivers and Streams.T_ 


. As the word and ordinances of God are 
bleſſings to his church and people, which 
are deſcribed by freams and r:vers--:fo the 
bleſſings of good civil government, are beauti- 
fully repreſented, . by the ſame metaphor, 
when judgment runs down as waters, and 
righteauſneſs as a mighty | ffream; .- the 
bleſſings which flow down from the throne, 
under luch an adminiſtration of govern- 
ment, make glad the hearts of the people, 
who are planted by theſe rivers of water, or 
enjoy the benefit of them. 


I HAVE been ready to look upon the 
Britiſh nation, as this happy people—That 
we had the beſt plan of civil government, of 
aby nation or people under heaven,—That 
the King of Kings had ſmiled upon us in 
a peculiar matiner, in thus diſtinguiſhing of 

us. 


. 3 plum 46. 4. + Ifaiah 33. 2:4 Þf Amos 3. 24. 


— 
2 — —— 


—_— 
— „ —_— ww — 
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us. The over - ruling gracious providence of 


God is to be acknowledged by a people 
when this is the caſe. When he by whom 


Kings reign, and Princes decree juſtice, 
ſetteth vp Kings who are publick bleſſings 
im their exalted ſtations, 


Tur hates and memoties of ſaine of 


thoſe Worthies, whom the great Ruler of 


the world, in his kind providence placed on 


the Britiſh Throne, will be dear and pre- 


clous to this people, ſo long as we have any 


juſt apprehenſiohs of the advantages we 


enjoyed under theit happy adminiſtration. | 


l Kix William the third, of glorious me- 


mory, is regarded by us as the happy in- 


ſtrument in the hand of God, of delivering 
the nation from Popery and Tyrariny—In 
his auſpicious teign our Charter was granted, 
which contains our rights and privileges 


which have been dearly bought by us. 


honeſtly paid for---which we have an un- 
doubted claim to, and I hope in God ſhall 
riever be deprived of them. 


Eine George the fit. and the ſecond, 
are Princes, who are ſpoken of with high 
eſteem and hocof. The bleſſings which 
flow d from the throne, while they fat upon 
it, were as rivers of water, reviving and re- 


freſtiag 
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4 


freſhing.— Their adminiſtration. was like ri- 


vers in the deſart, or ſtreams in the wilder- 


neſs:--We rejoiced as a happy people undet 
| their mild and gentle reigns. | 


His preſent Majeſty aſcended the chions 


of his royal anceftors, amidſt the joyful ac- 


clamations of his ſubje&s---His way to the 
throne, (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
ſeem'd to be pav'd with hearts; ſo great 
was the affection of his people for him. His 
Majeſty gloried in the name of Briton—— 
And the whole nation gloried, in having a 
Prince born and educated among them, who 
was to wear the Crown, and ſway the Scep- 


tre. .. Scarce ever a Prince aſcended the Bri- 
fiſh throne with equal advantages todo good, 


and to render his people happy under his 
adminiſtration, 


How could we wiſh that bright day We 
continued clear and ſerene |! 


Bur the ſcene is chatged—Oricyances 
are complain'd of—In Great Britain—tn 
Ireland In America In this Province. 
The day is become gloomy and arſe and 
the waters are troubled, 


TH1s brings me in the 


C FourTH 
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Fovxrn place, to take notice, that the 
words intimate—That euen good canal” Co- 
vrrument inay be altered. tbe Rivers, of water 
may be turned into other channels, or may be- 
came bitter ; or the adminiſtration of govern- 


ment may become injurious and oppre{ſe. ive to 


the ſubject. 


'Tis true, the Rivers ok water may be 
ſhifted into other channels, and the, water 


remain the ſame. Government may be ad- 


miniſtered in ſome different form, and yet 


anſwer all the happy purpoſes intended by 
it. ——The waters may be like a rapid river, 


which cannot be paſled with ſafety ;.or, like 
a river- which overflows it's banks, arid threat- 
ens danger to. all who' are Within reach 


of it—(and | it is alarming when this is the 
caſe) Yet, the river may become till ald 


quiet ; the waters may ſubſide, and get and 


keep within their proper limits Or the wa- 


ters may be troubled by thoſe who live near 


them, and enjoy the benefit of them, which 


A 


may yet become calm and ſerene. 


AND it is as true, iri this ſtate of things, 
that adminiſtration may change A King 
may be med by evil counſellors—He riy 
be corrupted by bad miniſters, and give into 
thoſe meaſures which are njurious to the 
ſubjet,—The' liberty of the ſubject may be 

thought 


i % 
r 
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thought too great Deſpotic principles may 
look fair—and a King under a limited mo- 
narchy may deſire to. become independent 
and abſolute, - _  , 


- King James the ſecond--when Duke 7 
York, was heard to ſay—that he had rather 
reign, one month as the King of France did, 
than his whole life, as, his brother Charles 
the ſecond did—Unhappy Prince - When 
he came. to the throne---notwithſtanding his 
coronation oaths, he acted ppon bis Popiſh 
deſpotic principles, till he became obnoxious 
to the Engliſh nation, who oppos'd bis mea- 
ſures, which brought on the happy Revolu- 
tion, when the Prince of Orange was advan- 
ced to the Britiſh throne, 


ADMINISTRATION may be altered by 
ſabordinate Rulers, by bad miniſters, who 
are intruſted by the King to conduct the 
affairs of government. Bribery and cor- 
ruption may have great Influence ;---and a 
nation may be cvea fold, to ſatisfy the am- 
bition and ayarice af wicked men. 


Taz Complaints heard among us; are ; 
not only, that the Rivers are /h:/ted into 
gther Channels, but that the waters are be- 
come bitter,---yea---that the waters are be- 
game 4/224y--Or thoſe meafurcs have taken 

E 2 place, 


FF 


20 
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lace, which in their conſequences avs 
been diſtreſſing- * | 


_ 


OUR difficulties a are 5 a publie natute 
they are known by us---they tenderly 
affect us and make a deep 2 rk on. 
our minds 


WAT 1 bene! in delgo, is, an humble 
attempt to lead this people to a ſuitable ac- 
knowledgment of the righteous over-ruling 
providence of God, and to conduct towards | 
Him in a becoming manner under all our 
public difficulties. 


I Conde then, in 


Tur fifth. and laſt hos to take notice 
that the words ſuggeſt to us. That in both 
theſe Caſcs either when we enjoy the Ad- 
vantages of good civil Government, or find 
that it is altered and become grie vous 
We are to acknirwledoe, the righteous and 
fupreme Ruler and Governur of the world ; 
Who orders profperity and adverſity for us 

aud can turn the Rivers of water into their 
right channels; when they have been di: 2% 
derted from their 1 od conrſes ; or re- "AY 
move all our public difirultics, and make | 
us 4 4 pevple. 


Tuer 


„ len en, A4 


'Tarsx things are intimated; as all the 


events which take place among men, and 


the changes which paſs over them, are un- 


der the dominion and government of God, 


who expects that we regard his works 
the operation of his hands. 


Tux great blefling of good civil govern- 
ment is to be thankfully received. A 
people thus diſtinguiſhed, are under the 
greateſt obligations to acktiowlege the favor 
of the King of Kings, who has thus ſmiFd 
on them in the diſpenſations of his provi 
dence towards them. Tum 8 


Gop has done great things for our na- 
tion. Under the ſmiles of his Providence 
we are become a great and powerful People, 
and arc indulg'd with thoſe privileges and 
advantages, which demand our grateful no- 
nice and regard. | | 


 Gop bas done great things for theſe 
Britiſh Colonies —Great things for this 
Province He brought our Fathers into tis 
then howling wilderneſs ; he proteQed 
them, when they were few in'number, and 
expos'd"to the greateſt hardihips and dan- 
gets He watched over them for good, and 
cauſed them to take root, ro ſpring up and 
increaſe, and become /o great a people, as 


we arc at this day, Wu 


_— — +. 
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Wx enjoy a precious :goſpel---The 

word and ordinances of God ; the means of 
grace and ſalvation; which are deſigned to 
promote our everlaſting good, that we may 
be happy here, and ber in ths, ning 
wor abacd zie ro! 


Ws are a people favored of God in many 
reſpects ; and the privileges and libertics 
we enjoy of - a civil and religiaous nature, 
call upon us to ſtudy. what we. ſhall. ren- 
der to him for all his benefits. 1f the. 
day is become gloomy and dark, yet we 
have many mercies to be thankful for, 
which muſt not be forgotten by us. 


BegVRE it becomes us 10 acknowledge. 


Gad in:this day of public difficulty ;—tor 


it is his hand which is lifted up and ſtretch- 


ed out againſt us. Do we think we have 
reaſon to complain of men, that they have 
been our enemies without cauſe? that we 
have been milrepreſeated—falſcly accpſed— 
and treated after an injurious manner: 
that our liberties have been invaded, and 
hoſtile meaſures made uſe of, to bring us to 
ſubmit to things which ate grievous? M hence 
do all theſe things take place: — Are not all 
means and ſecond cauſes in the hands of the 
ſupreme Ruler and Governor of the world ? 


we here be evil in a gity, and the Lord, 


Bath 


23 «# 4 
- 
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bath not done it ball there be the evil 
of affliction and puniſhment, and the Provi- 
dence of God ndt concerned in it! 


I 4M not here juſtifying the practice 50 
wicked men,; or that thoſe can be excuſed 
from great gullt, 8. who have acted an un- 
righteous part towards us but that they 
will meet with deſerved puniſnment. 


BbrT the conduct of Divine Protidence Is 
to be juſtified—God'is not the author of 
ſin, he cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
does he tempt any man to fin.——He may 
ſuffer, or permit ſuch things to be dont, 

which are ſinful or wicked, and yet be holy 
and righteous. 


Wir n reſpect to cur behaviout, as ſub- 
jects to King George, or as inhabitants of 
this province, whereby we claim Charter 
privileges I believe we have as much to 
plead in our favour, as any part of theKing's 
- dominions, or as any people upon the face 
of the earth. We have ever been loyal and 
dutiful ſubjects. There is not, I ſuppoſe, a 
native of this Province, who * not bear 
un feigned loyalty to king George the third, 
and wiſh proſperity to the illuſtrious houſe 
of Hanover, 


- GREAT» 


—— 


* 
l by 
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- GREAT-BRkiDAIN is indebted to thoſe 


pious and bold adventurers, who Fiſt took 


poſſeſſion of Plimouth and Maſſachuſetts 


colonics for her firſt ſettlements in Ame- 


i. © 
-vica.* ET © via 2 ö 8 8 
2 


Ws can't ſay, ſhe would have had any 
American Colonies—Nor can we think, her 
empire would have been ſo extenſive in this 
part of the world; had not this people 
rformed, - what future generations will 
arce believe poſſible. Ji 


_ v7 - Charter governments have many 
things to plead in their favor And this 
Province in particular For if any people 


under Heaven, might expect to be ſmiled 
on by their Sovereign, nouriſhed, cheriſhed 
and rewarded by the Mother Country, we 


might juſtly look for ſuch treatment. 


; 


Tarat 


® "Tis gtanted, that there were ſome attempts in order to 
make a ſettlertient in Virginia in the year 1611. But the 
tettlement was fo ſmall, and laboyred under ſuch diſcou- 
tagements, that it would very probably have been given up, 
>X thoſe who began it, had not been encouraged by the other 
Colonies : 80 that this Colony may be look d Upon as the 
ring and riſe of the reſt. As an Ronorab!e Hiſtorian ob- 
ſeryes— Virginia in its infancy was firupglirg for life, 
and what its fate would have been if the Fathers of it in 
England had not ſeen the riſe and growth of other Colonies 
' near it, is uncertain.“ 
- Governor Hutchinſon's Hiſtory of the Maſſichuſetts- 
Bay, Vol. 1. page 3. 


* 
* 
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Tu ar great man, Mr. Agent Dummer, 
in his defence of the Charter governmerits, 
has fer their ſervices, and ſufferings in the 
common cauſe, in a true point of tight, up 
to his time But it would require volumes 
to recount all that this people have dotie, to 
ſettle and ſupport themſelves as & people, 
without any charge to Great*Britain ; and 
what they have performed, to ſecure, de- 
Fend and en the'Britiſh dominions in 
this part of the globe. What numbers of 
men, of the flower of our men, have been 
ſacrificed in this cavſe ! What vaſt trea- 
ſures of blood and money have been ex- 
pended, whereby we have often been 
brought low, and muſt have been utterly 
dfcouraged, if we had not been ſupported 
by a powerful and gracious providence ! 


We have had the approbation ef our 
Sovereign, and of the Britiſh Parliament, on 
ſeveral occaſions in years paſt. And w- 
hope the time will ſoon come, when it will 
appear that we. have not done any thing, to 
forfeit either the favor ef the one, or con- 
fidence of the other; but have ated the 
part of loyal and«duaful ſubjects; tho' wo 
cannot ſublait to ſhackles and chains; fo 
long as we have à juſk ripht to the priyilcges 
af freemen. 


D e ut 


* —_— Ati — — 
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Bur although we have ſo much to plead 


in our favour, when we conſider our gary 
duct towards out Sovereign and our Parent 


Country — Yet muſt not our mouths be 
ſtopped, when we review our behavior to- 
wards theKing of Kings, and conſider what 
has been done offenſive and es to 
the Moſt High ? 


ALTHOUGH the divine laws are publiſh: 


ed with all their folemn"ſanRions ; and hu- 
man laws enacted and executed, to ſuppreſs 


vice and wickedneſs ;' yet ſin has broke over 
all bounds, and like a deluge overſpread the 
land. There are ſins, and aggravated ſins 
too, which ate found even among us, againſt 
the Lord our God. Does not iniquity a- 


bound—1nfidelity—deiſm—profane ſwear⸗ 


ing and curſing, and taking God's name in 
vain - abbath breaking intemperance 
debaucheries—murders—and kinds of 
wickedneſs ? Are there not thofe fins found 
among vs, for which a land ſhould mourn? 
Sins, which are the reproach of a profeſſing 
people and threaten their ruin. 


Has not the Son of God many enem ĩos 
among us, who reject him ia, his perſon, 
offices and bencſits; ; and will not that he 
ſhould reign over them ? Is not a precious 
g pe deſpiſcd, a great ſalvation In, 

a an 
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and the day and means of grace ſadly 
abuſed? | 


'Tis impoſſible for us to conceive how 
þateful ſin is to God He is jealoys of his 
honor; and will not be mocked, - Sin is re- 
bellion and treaſon in his ſight; and we may 
not think, but that he is angry with thoſe 
who rob him of his honor, and deny him 
that love, obedjence, truſt and confidence, 
which he juſtly expects from his profeſſing 
people. When we ſyryey our errors, g poſ- 
tacies and declenſiong, what corruptions thetę 
are in doctrine, and immoralities in practice, 
we may wonder at the patience and lopg- 
ſuffering of God, and ſay, that he is puniſh- 


ing of us far leſs than our ſins deſerve ; for 
his judgments might have deſtroyed us like 


an overflowing flood. 


Mar we give hgnoj to God, by acknow- 
ledging of him in a ſnitable manner, at bis 
day. vga | q 

I becomes us to own our entire aud abſc- 
lute dependence upon him, that we are in his 
. hands ; or that he hath a rightful and uni- 
Aeg dominion over us, 5/6 pa ne 


We entirely and abſolutely depend upog 
God; for, 'tis in him that welive, moyeand 


D 2 har 


* 
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tlie cee e ute Bot only uber 
the controul of Ris power, but are bound by 
the authority of his law, to love him, and 
Noe devoted to him. Tis what i 18 juſtly i in- 
##44 upon and expected, that men of the 
„ig bel as well as loweſt order, ſhould ſub- 
mit to him who on bis veſture and on hie 
thigh ' hat a name written — Xing of Kings, 
and Lord bf Lordi—for the yy of 
the world is put into his hands for the 

of his Church, ho muff rein, and will reign, 


till he bath put all his enemies under his feet; 


and thoſe who will not bow to his ſceptre 
i mercy, ball be broken with bis rod of 
on, © 


TH E beine, eee! and „ jolie 7 


God, in the diſpenſations of his prov 9 855 
are to be woof ed by us. | 


Tur bleſſed God has been pleaſed to 
vVitipguiſh us on account of privileges, both 
of 4 civil and religious nature; he bas 
brought us near to himſelf, and own'd us as 
a people. But will outward privileges ſe- 
cure or defend us, if we behave amiſs ! We 
are töld they will not. Said theMoſt High 


to his once favor'd people; Ton ny hate 


F known of —_ the familics of the-earth |, 
Nr Fil p: niſl you for your ini pui- 


tie. *Tis not ſaid, therefore I will en- 
nive or wink at your fins : but therefore T 
Will pumſb you for them. The fins of 2 
profeſſing people are very offenſive in the 
ſight of Heaven. And God has many 
judgments in ſtore with which he may 
2 a backfliding ſinful people. We 
ſhould afcribe- righteouſneſs to the great 
Ruler of the world, under the darkeſt dif- 
penſations of his providence ; for the Judge 
of all the carth will always do right... - 


THE voce of God in his providential 
diſpenſatiant towards ur, muſt be attended to, 
or i concerns us to ſearch out and put away 
the cauſe of the divine controverſy with ut, 
that fo the effetts i» iy ceaſe. 


THE great Governor of the world has 
no unmeaning providences : His judgments 
are loud &fls to repentance. We find the 
—_— in God's name, ſpeaking thus to his 
profeſſing Iſrael of old The Lord it with 
you, while ye be with bim: if ye feek him, 
he will be found of you ; but af ye forſate 
bim, be will forſake you, The bleſſed God 
does not leave a profeſſing people, before 
they leave him. When he viſits a people 
with affliction, or ſends his judgments on 
them, he expects that they ſearch and try 

| Lacie 

Amos 3 2, + 2 Chron. 85 2. 


— — 
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their ways and turn to him. Thus a proſeſ- 
ſing people are inſtructed, by the mouth of a 
holy Prophet; as what would be the conduct 
of that God towards them, in whoſe hands 
they were, as clay in the hands of a potter. 
AT what inflant 1 ſhall ſpeak e 
a nation, and cuncerniug a kingdom, ta pluc 

up, and to gull down, and to deſtroy it: If 
that nation again whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the 
evil, that I thought io do unto them. | f 


THosE judgments which are not ruinat- 
ing, are calls to repentance ; and happy 'is 
it for a people, when God humbles them, 
and proves them, and does them good ig 
the latter end, by the adverſe diſpenſation. 
of his providence towards them. | 


AND, 


IT is the reaſonable duty of this people, 
(as well as their privilege, ſafety and happir 
neſt,) to give honor unto God, by an humble 
believing truſt and confidence in him, who 1s 
able to beflow upon us all the bl:ſſmgs and 
ſalrations we fiand in need of. 5 


SHOULD 
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SHOULD mot a people feck unto their 
God ?* This has been the conduct of the 
profeſſing people of God, under all their 
publick difficulties ; to wait on him, to 
hope and truſt in him, and by faith, prayet 
and repentance, put themſelves under his 
gracious care and protection. Our fathers 
(fays the Pjalmift) truſted in thee, they 
truſted, —and thou didſt deliver them: they 
eried unto thee, and were delivered: they 
truſted in thee, and were not 11 founded. f 


OuR Fathers, who firſt ca into this 
wilderneſs, were a pious and praying people. 
Their refuge was in God ; they made him 
their fear and dread ; they fought him in 
ſeaſons of danger and diſtreſs ; and he ap- 

peared for them, as a God, who has never 
| aid to the ptaying ſeed of his praying peo- 
ple, ſeek ye me in vain. 


Bur perhaps ſome may be ready to aff 
Are means to be neglected or not made 
uſe of ? To this 1 anſwer ——'Tis but 
preſumption to think of truſting in God, 
and neglett means, while means are in our 
power to improve. | 


TH E beſt means, the moſt vigorous per- 
ſcvering endea vors are to be made uſe of, to 
g help 


* ſai 8. 19. + Pſalm 23. 4, 4: 


3% . 


ndcn difficulties. But then, don't we ſtand 


in need of direRiqn in this caſe ?. Are not 


means, inſtruments and ſeeond cauſes in the 
hand of God? And can they be any more to 
us thanGod is pleaſed to make them In the 


are taught, that here 15 no wiſdom, nor un- 


denſſandiag, ner counſel ageinſf the Lord. 
And. although the her/e it prepared again 


the dr of battle, et ſafety is of the Lord.* 
* There can be no ſucceſs againſt God; and 
therefore we mult never act in oppoſition to 
him, in contempt of his commands, or in 
contradiction to his counſels. Although 
we ſhovld think, (as one expreſſes it) that 
we have wiſdom, and underſtanding, and 


counſel, the beſt politics and politicians on 


our ſide; yet if it be againſt the Lord, it 
cannot proſper long, it ſhall not prevail at 


laſt.“ 


4 Tazreg can be no ſuccels without 


God ; and therefore we mult never act but 
in dependance upon him. Be the cauſc 
never fo good, and the patrons of it never ſo 
ftrong, and wiſe, and faithful; and the 
means of carrying it on, and gaining the 

int. never fo probable, ſtill we mult ac- 
Doves God ; and make it our great 
” concern 


Context, 30, 31, 


l whes we are in danger, of 


chapter from whence wy text is taken, we 


An Election Sermon. 33 


concern to engage him our friend and ſe 
eure his favor.” He can fave without 
means, but means cannot fave without 
him. 


Our help muſt then be in the name of 
the Lord, for he can fave us—The hearts 
of Kings, and Governors, and of all men 
are in his hands—* God can (as one notes 
upon the text) change mens minds, can, by 
a powerful, inſenſible operation upon their 
ſpirits turn them from that they ſeemed 
moſt intent upon, and incline them to that, 
which they ſeemed moſt averſe to, while 
his Pre vidence does not put any force upon 
the native freedom of man's will, but directs 
the courſe of it to ferve his own purpoſe.” 


WHAT inſtances of the power and ſuc- 
ceſs of prayer, are found in the ſacred pages 


which are deſign'd for direction and en- 


couragement to the people of God, in all 
ages and generations, that they may ſee that 
the Lord reigneth, and that all hearts and 
events are in his hands. | 


AMONG the many things that might be 
ſaid, I would mention but one inſtance ; and 


that is the caſe of the twin brothers. 


E ESAY 
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Es au came. out in a hoſtile wa wy againſt 
his brother ;—his heart was full of revenge, 
and now (thinks he) the time is come, that 
he would execute what he had long pur- 
poſed to do Jacob was in diſtrefs at the 
news of his. approach, and uſed the bel: 


means he cou d to pacify his brother But 


he improves the bleſſed liberty of prayer; 
he found the way heaven-ward open, tho 
dangers crowded thick upon bim He ſeiz d 
the fruggling angel and refuſed to let him 
70 without the bleſſing — -What a ſpeedy 
and, remarkable anſwer was given o his 
prayer [—When they came in view of EAC 
other—Eſ; au ran to meet his brother, em- 


braced him, and fell on his neck and kiſſed 


bim. What a change or alteration is here ! 
The heart which juſt before was full of 


revenge and murder, now. glows; with bro- 


therly love and cordial affection. 


| How: ealy, is it with the ſovereign Dif: 
poſer of all events, to change the face of 
our public affairs, and remove whatever is 
juft ground of complaint ! He can take 
the wiſe in their gun craftineſs, and turn the 
coufiſel of Ahithophel into fooks/hneſs—He 
can ſay to the molt troubled waters, be /?ill, 
atid a calm will enſue— He Who has all 


hearts in his bands can bring Rulers and 
People 


Z 
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People 0 6 right teinpe? and diſpoſſtioß tb 
each other, and engage them to purſue the 
important ends of their reſpedtive ſtations 


and relations. 


ALTHOUGH inſtruments or ſecond 
cauſes, are no more than God is pleaſed to 
make them; yet; it is with him to improve 
them unto happy purpoſes — And he who 
advances men to poſts of honor, and places 
of rule and government among men, can 
influence and diſpoſe them, ſo to fulſill the 
important truſts repoſed in them; that the 


may prove miniſters of God, for good to 


his people. 


AS the king's heart is in the hand of tht 
Lord : So, are the hearts of all thofe, who 
are employ'd by him, in conducting the 
affairs of goverament: And we may hope 
and expect, that they will approve themſelves 
juſt men, ruling in the fear of God; as 
they are in his hands, or promoted by him 
to be Rulers among men. 


FRoM intimate conneftions—thorough 
knowledge of our civil and religious affairs, 
Land from great abilities, may we not juſtly 
form high expectations That his Excel- 
lency, hom God in his providence has ad- 
ES l . 2 , yanced 
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vanced to the chief ſeat of government 
among us; will employ his ſuperipr talents, 
and extenſive influence for the public good 
:— That he will be a Father to this People, 
and a friend to his native Province and 
Country 


* 


Mar ve not expect that vice will be 
frown'd upon by him— Learning and vir- 
tue encouraged—and the religion of Jeſus 


Chriſt promoted. 


THAT his adminiſtration will be like 
the waters, of a conſtant flowing gentle 
placid fream or river which are refreſhing 
and enriching ;—whereby the hearts of this 

ople, and theſe churches of the great 
Redeemer may be made glad. 


May his Excellency have much of the 
divine preſence with him—be accepted a- 
mong the multitude of his brethrea—And 
not only enjoy the ſmiles of his RoyalMaſter 
but approve himſelf to the Ruler of 
Rulers, and meet with his gracious appro- 
bation in the great day of account. 


Ov civil rulers, are regarded by us as 
our political fathers, who will raturally care 
for us; as their intereſt, welfare and hap- 
| pincls, 
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pineſs, and of their poſterity, are ſo 'Uoſely 
connected with ours. | 


OuR eyes are turned pon the 


| GenTLEMEN of th Counall, and Houſe 
of Kumi N 


Fox, under God. this rechte confille! in 
you; that our public affairs in this difficult 
day, will have your beſt attention. 


Tre Election of his Majeſty's Council, 
which is before you this day; is a privilege 
which through the ſmiles of heaven we 
yet enjoy—May this important affair be ſo 
conducted by you, as that this people _ 
reap the advantage of it. 


is with you to chuſe ſuch men, as 
you are fully fatisfied, will anſwer the im- 
portant purpoſes of their election. Men 
who fear God—who underſtand the times, 
or diſcern both time and judgment—who 
know what ought * be done, and the fitteſt 
ſeaſon to do it in. | 


HoxnoRED Rulers ——By you our laws 
are framed—And we look on you as the 
Guardians of our rights and liberties ; that 

you 
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u will purſue the beſt meaſures (in hum- 
bie dependence on God,) to have whatever 
is ground of juſt complaint removed, that 
our invaluable privileges may be ſecured 
and defended: That our peace may be as a 


riuer, and our rig bleme /i ar the waves of 
the ſea. Thoſ: v will be found to be the 
beſt friends to Government, who are the 
beſt friends to the Conſtitution, or are con- 
2 that government is juſtly admini- 


Ix requires wiſdom, prudence, and firm- 
neſs of mind, to withſtand any undue ad- 
miniſtration But we depend upon you; 
that. your beſt endeavors will not be want- 


jog to keep the waters in their right chan- 


nels—to preyent them from: rifing above 
their proper limits—and to have them run 
clear and ſerene — that this people may en- 
joy the benefit of a good adminiſtration, 


and gratefully own. and f pore the fame: | 


Ix your public dans ü ent we truſt; ie 


will be your concern; to approve youtfelves 
juſt men, ruling us in the fear of God; 
paring the beſt meaſures, to advance the 


r of God, the intereft of Religion, and 


the beſt good of this people. And in the 


hole of your convetfation, exhibit every 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian grace and virtue; and by your ex- 
amples encourage and enforce whatever is 
virtuous and praiſe-worthy. 


Your day of uſefulneſs will come to an 
end, when you muſt. reſign, not only your 
poſts of honor, but your breath to him, ini 


whoſe hand it now is. 


DEATH will ſoon throw down all theſe 
outward and civil diſtinctions among men; 
when we muſt give an account to him who 
is the ſupreme-Judge ; and receive from him 
our final ſentence,adjudging us to happineſs, 
or conſigning us to ruin. 


Mar you now honor him, who | is able 
to confer immortal honors upon you !— 
May you be faithful, unto: death, and then 


receive à crown of life! 
* 


Mr Reverend Fathers and: Birthe in 


the miniſtry, will permit me to ſtir up their 
minds by way of remembrance, that they 
may be excited to duty and diligence there- 
in. 


Wy ATEVER embariaſoments: attend our 
civil afſairs, yet our religious privileges are 
continued. The word: and. ordinances af 

Go 
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God, which are rivers which make glad the 
Church of God, ate yet enjoyed by us. 


IT ſhould be, and I truſt is, our concern, 
faithfully to diſpenſe the word, and duly 
adminiſter the ordinances of the goſpel ; 
that thoſe who are planted by theſe Rivers, 
or enjoy the benefit of theſe waters, may 
become trees of righteouſneſs, and bear 
much fruit to the glory of God: And, 
that zn/tead of the fathers there may be the 
children, a happy ſucceſſion of converts, 
which may grow up as willows by the wa- 
ter courſes, and nobly appear for God ; 
when thoſe who now are upon the ſtage 
of action are removed to the place of 


ſilence. - 


THE miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be men 
of prayer—they ſhould be interceſſors for 
the land, and prove as chariots and Horſe- 
men, the ſafety and defence of a people. 


Wr are directed to pray for Kings and 
all in authority and ſhould bear our civil 
rulers upon our hearts, at the throne of 
grace, that they may be miniſters of God for 
good to ut; a terror to evil doers, and en- 
couragers of ſuch as do well, that under 
their good adminiſtration, our people may 
lead 
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lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godli- 
ne/s and honefly. For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour f. 


WATCHMEN upon the walls, muſt not 


hold their peace—they muſt cry and not 


ſpare ; muſt reprove for what is amiſs, and 
warn when daoger is approaching. 


May we be willing to ſpend and be 
ſpent, in the ſervice of Chriſt, for the good 
of the ſouls of men, and ſee the pleaſure 
of the Lord proſpering in our hands ; 
while we recommend religion in the whole 
of our converſation ! 


May the glorious goſpel, and the hap- 
py ſucceſs of it, being accompanied with 
the gracious influenges of the bleſſed Spirit; 
be like the dere the ſanctuary, a flow- 
ing incregſing river, till it has ſpread through 
the habitable world, demoliſhed Satan's 
uſurped empire, made the kingdoms of 


this world the kingdoms of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and filled the whole 
earth with the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the ſeas ! 


I: MINISTERS 


t Tim. . 1, , 3. * 
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Mixte Ens as well as Magiſtrates, have 
but a limited day to work in; the night of 
death will put an end to our labours. May 
we finiſh our courſe with joy, and be ap- 
fs fa by our gracious Lord and Judge, as 

faithful ſefvanits ! 


Tuar the Lord reigneth is aft o reg 
conſideration to a ſinful people. The 
Lord reiguetb, tet the people ne. 
and they have reafon to fear when the 
great Ruler of the world is angry; for it is 
afy with Him to diftrefs ark deſtroy 4 
wieked generation of men. 


Max this whole * 2 that i it 
is of the laſt importance, that we are in 
gbod terms with the Moſt High, and have 
the ſupreme Ruler of n le our Ftiend 
and reconciled Father in Jeſus Chriſt! If 
he is our hiding place, in the day of evil; 
wehall be fake under his ptotebn, for if 
he | is engaged for us, who'cafi be aBainft b 7 


Mur we fear God—hvinke TM our” fert 
and our dread May we be 4 troly plotis, 
enitent and praying people; that we may 
00; him for our friend, whole favor 1s 
more to be cab. than the fr riendſhip of 
the whole world 


Fe . 1 | | | : Nlar 
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An Election. Sermon. 43 


« May we honor the Xing! Pay due re- 
„gard to lawful authority, not be found 
troubling the waters, or preventing a due 
adminiſtration of government; that no * 
blame may be juſtly laid at our doors; but, 
that a Mighteous God, may plead our juſt 
cauſe, when we are denied the privileges of 
loyal and dutiful ſubjects, while we demean 
ourſelves as ſuch | 


Max we love the brotherhood ! Have a 
truly publick ſpirit, and ſeek the beſt good 
of that body of which we are members: 
That nothing may be wanting on our part, 
to promote our beſt peace and proſperity ! 
May there be a general and happy union 
in this reſpe& ; to ſtem the torrent of vice 
and wickedneſs, and to effect a thorough , 
goſpel reformatign of what is amis ! * <þ 
4 | : n 
May that glorious Being, who ſo evi: 
dently appeared. the God of our Fathers, 
be our God Wh, the God of ours! May 
he graciouſly appear, for us at this day. 
over-rule all Mech to the glory of his 
name and the beſt good of this people 
prepare us for his mercy—ſurround us with « 
his ſalvations,—anq make us that happy 
people whoſe God i Me Lord. 


* Pſ-lm 144 15. | 
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